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Number 3. 





Refuge of the Gallows. 

Agreeably to our plan, we present in the firsé 
column of ‘The Hangman,’ those articles that are 
in favor of the gallows. ‘The first is from the Chris- 
tian Watchman, a Baptist journal, of this city. We 
are accused here of caricaturing public executions, 
of employing ridicule, mockery, and jesting, &c. 
We are told that such a course will not meet with 
success in such a community as ours, We know 
not how our frontispiece can be called a caricature ; 
it is, in fact, a sober representation of the whole 
magter. We represent there the military, boxing, 
intemperance, &c. Now, can any one say that 
these occurrences do not usually attend executions? 
We know something about this matter. It was not 
long since we went to an execution in Middletown, 
Conn., where the military were called out, and com 
menced the day by playing the solema tune of Yan- 
kee-doodle! We saw intemperance there, and we 
heard the most awful oaths, and one man appeared 
anery enough to hang us, merely because we were 
opposed to executions. And all this at a private 
execution; for the community have become so 
ashamed of the law, that in several of the States 
(New York, New Hampshire, Massachusetts Penn- 
sylvania and Maryland.) the sheriff takes the crimi- 
nal, our brother-man, and cruelly butchers him in a 
corner. Really it is time to wake up to this horrid 
business, and we mean, this winter especially, to 
stir up the community, and effect a repeal of this 
barbarous and inhuman law. We say, in this con- 
test for humanity, that our columns are open, and 
the friends of the gallows are invited to present their 
arguments for the continuance of this horrid instru- 
ment of death. 


“ The Haneman.” — This is the name of a} 


paper just commenced in this city, edited by 
Rev. Charles Spear. The object of it appears 
to be to stir up in the public mind a feeling 
of opposition to capital punishment, by means, 
chiefly, of ridicule. For this purpose it has a 


wood-cut caricature of an execution under its | with him. 


title, the object of which is to excite disgust 
against that provision of the penal code which 
awards this awful punishment; and the read- 
ing matter consists, not of appeals to sober | 


We find the following in “ Zion’s Advocate” of 
last week. 


Charles Spear, a Universalist preacher, 
aided by his brother, J. M. Spear, has put 
forth at Boston a little monthly periodical, to 
which he has given the name of “ The Hang- 
man.” He, or some one else, has sent us the 
‘first number. The Boston Infidel Investi- 
|gator, seems to be in favor of Mr. Spear’s 
| paper, because he understands its doctrine to 
ibe against “the old barbarous Mosaic law.” 
Christians who hear the terms “old and bar- 
| barous,” applied to that civil law which pro- 
tects society against the dagger of the mid- 
| night ruffian, will do well to remember, that 
jthese are the terms in which infidels assail 
the divine law at this very point. 








SXECUTION OF THE INNOCENT. 
There is no view of the subject of Capital Pur, 
Seas which has so pained our heart as that of 


| the execution of the innocent. Before entering on 
the great reform which now occupies our attention 
so exclusively, we supposed that there might be 
found here and there in history a few solitary in- 
stances. But the truth is, that we find such cases 
in the history of almost every civilized nation on 


earth. 


| 
| o ‘aa 
| In the annals of English jurisprudence 


|alone, ‘it has been estimated that there are over 





one hundred.’ The great O'Connell gives an ac- 





| count of five cases that came within his own obser- 
vation. The acconnt may be found in our work, 
,entitled ‘Essays on the Punishment of Death,’ p. 
118. We do not like to quote them here, for in our | 
periodical we do not intend unless absolutely ne- 


| essary to go to our own work for facts, for we sup- 








| pose many of our subscribers have the volume in 
| their possession —We give, however, below a very 
interesting case from a very valuable work present- 
ed to us by John C. Park, Esq., of this city . 





own Faruer.— William Shaw was an uphol- | 


| 
| 
' 
| Surrosep Murper or a DavuGHTER BY HER 
| 


sterer, at Edinburgh, in the ‘year 1721. He 
jhad a daughter, Catherine Shaw, who lived 





John 


these, and a single partition only divided his 
apartment from that of James Morrison, a 
watch-case maker. This man had indistinetly 
overheard the conversation and quarrel be- 
tween Catherine Shaw and her father, but 
was particularly struck with the repetition of 
the above words, she having pronounced them 
loudly and emphatically! For some lit. 
time after the father was gone out, all was si 
lent, but presently Morrison heard several 
groans from the daughter. Alarmed, he ran 
to some of his neighbors under the same roof. 
These, entering Morrison's room, and listening 
attentively, not only heard the groans, but dis- 
tinctly heard Catherine Shaw, two or three 
times, faintly exclaim— Cruel father, thou 
art the cause of mydeath!’ Struck with this, 
they flew to the door of Shaw’s apartment; 
they knocked—no answer was given. The 
knocking was still repeated—still no answer. 
| Suspicions had before arisen against the fath- 
er; they were now confirmed. A constable 
was procured—an entrance forced. Cather- 
ine was found weltering in her blood, and the 
fatal knife by her side! She was alive, but 
speechless; but, on questioning her as to ow- 
ing her death to her father, was just able to 
make a motion with her head, apparently in 
the affirmative, and expired. 

Just at the critical moment, William Shaw 





returns and enters the room. All eyes are 
on him! He sees his neighbors and a 
constable in his apartment, and seems 


much disordered thereat; but at the sight of 
his daughter he turns pale, trembles, and is 
ready to sink. The first surprise, and the 
succeeding horror, leave little doubt of his 
guilt in the breasts of the beholders vand even 
that little is done away on the constable dis- 
covering that the shirt of William Shaw is 
bloody. 

He was instantly hurried before a magis- 








had become the possessor of the late William 
Shaw’s apartments, was rummaging by chance 
in the chamber where Catherine Shaw died, 
he accidentally perceived a paper fallen into 
a cavity on one side of the chimney. It was 
folded as a letter, which, on opening, contained 
the following: ‘ Barbarous father, your cruelty 
in having put it out of my power ever to join 

‘fate to that of the only man I could love, 

‘ tyrannically insisting upon my marrying 
c «© whom I always hated, has made me form 
a resolution to put an end to an existence 
which is become a burthen to me. I doubt 
not I shall find mercy in another world ; for 
sure no benevolent being can require that I 
should any longer live in torment to myself in 
this! My death I lay to your charge. When 
you read this, consider yourself as the inhu- 
man wretch that plunged the murderous knife 
into the bosom of the unhappy—CaTHERINE 
Suaw.’ , 

This letter being shown, the hand-writing 
was recognized and avowed to be Catherine 
Shaw’s, by many of her relations and friends. 
It became the public talk; and the magistracy 
of Edinburgh, on a serutiny, being convinced 
of its authenticity, they ordered the body of 
William Shaw to be taken from the gibbet, 
and given to his family for interment; and, as 
the only reparation to his memory and the 
honor of his surviving relations, they caused 
a pair of colors to be waved over his grave, in 
token of his innocence. 











QUARRELLING. 


Don’t quarrel, —we beg of you, — don't 
quarrel. It is better to have a fit of sickness, 
or the tooth-ache for a week than to quarrel 
withaneighbor. It would not be half so wear- 
ing, —half so perplexing. Why not live in 
yeace? You appear to think you are not to 


trate, and, upon the depositions of all the par-/ blame when you quarrel. It is a mistake. 


He) 


ties, committed to prison On suspicion. 


You are. There never was a difficulty be- 


was shortly after brought to trial, when, in| tween two individuals when one was deter- 
his defence, he acknowledged the having con- |mined not to be angry. You would never 
fined his daughter to prevent her intercourse | quarrel, if you were not more or less to blame, 


She encouraged the addresses of} with Lawson; that he had frequently insisted this 
Lawson, a jeweller, to whom Willian.|on her marrying of Robertson; and that he} eanh where people live in constant broils, — 
yin; arth, 8, 


you may rely upon. What a hell upon 


Shaw declared the most insuperable objec-|had quarrelled with her on the subject the| each laboring to say or to do something to 
. | . t ‘ 5 . 


tions, alleging him to be a profligate young | evening she was found murdered, as the wit- 
'ness, Morrison, had deposed : 


man, addicted to every kind of dissipation. 


| displease his neighbor, and both speaking 
but he averred, /against each other, and when they meet, cast 


reason, the principles of jurisprudence, nor to} He was forbidden the house; but the daugh-|that he left his daughter unarmed and un-|» sneering look, or fling outa provoking word ! 
, ' | as g , g 


the word of God, but to the sympathies, the | 
weaknesses, and the lower passions of human | 

. . . . | 
nature. his is not the community for such | 


age to be influenced by such means. A foo! 


ter continuing to see him clandestinely, the 
father, on the discovery, kept her strictly con- 
fined. 

William Shaw had, for some time, pressed 
his daughter to receive the addresses of a son 


“a course to succeed in, nor is the present an | 


lof Alexander Robinson, a friend and neich- 


touched; and that the blood found upon his! 4 eavage life 

shirt was there in consequence of Vag oe A senna tity apahaee eee 
bled himself some days before, and the ban-/an enemy? Is there one of God's creatures, 
dage becoming untied. These assertions did! whom you despise and turn from as if he were 
not weigh a feather with the jury, when op-/4 yenomous reptile? Do you labor to make 


© man, did you ever quarrel? Have you 


can mock, and scoff, And ridicule, and print 
caricature pictures; but it takes a wise man 
to reason, and fortunately a majority of the 
public know it. Nevertheless, “ The Hang- 
man” will have its influence It will show 
who is opposed to capital punishment, and | 
why. The “Investigator,” the infidel paper 
of this city, takes the Hangman’s part strong- 
ly, and exults that those who adhere to “the 
old barbarous Mosaic law,” are to receive “a 
fund of deserved satire” from its columns, and 
the editor of the Hangman very innocently 
copies it as from “ dignified ” coadjutor. Mod- 
‘rn notions of reform, like what somebody 
said of misery, “makes us acqualnted with 
strange bed-fellows.” 





bor; and one eyening, being very urgent with 
her thereon, she peremptorily refused, declar- 
ing she preferred death to being young Rob- 
ertson’s wile. The father grew enraged, and 
the daughter more positive; so that the most 


passionate expressions arose on both sides,| covered on the father’s shirt. 


posed to the strong circumstantial evidence of| him feel your indignation and scorn? Wicked 
the daughter's expressions of ‘ barbarity, cru-| and wretched man that you are, — as misera- 








| 


elty,.death,’ and of ‘ cruel father, thou art the | ble as you can live. You will never be happy 


rently affirmative motion with her head, and 


cause of my death,’ together with that appa- | till you divest yourself of this malignant dispo- 


of the blood so seemingly providentially dis- 
On these sev- 


and the words, ‘ barbarity, cruelty, and death,’| eral concurring circumstances, was William 
were frequently pronounced by the daughter.| Shaw found guilty, was executed, and was 


At length he left her, locking the door after 
him. 

The greatest part of the buildings at Edin- 
burgh are on the plan of the chambers in ourinns 
of court; so that many families inhabit rooms 
on the same floor, having all one common 
staircase. William J 








hanged in chains, at Leith Walk, in Novem- 
ber, 1721. 

Was there a person in Edinburgh who be- 
lieved the father guiltless? No, not one! not- 
withstanding his latest words at the gallows 
were, ‘I am innocent of my daughter's mur- 


Shaw dwelt in one ofjder. But in August, 1722, as a man, who 











sition, and become reconciled to your brother. 

teflect seriously on your duty and interest, 
and twenty-four hours will not pass away, be- 
fore you become reconciled. Did you ever 
read what the poet says? Every word is 
true. Attend to it: 


* The fine and noble way to kill a foe, 

_Is not to kill him; you with kindness may 
So change him, that he shall cease to be so ; 
And then he’s slain. Sigismund used to say 


His pardons put his foes to death; for when 
He multiplied their hate, he killed them then* 


* 
; 
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A WOMAN BEHEADED. 


Heidelberg, Germany, Jan. 22. 


An awful speetacle has this day been pre- 
sented, such as, happily in modern times, has 
rarely been witnessed — the decapitation of a 
woman forthe murder of her husband. The 
wretched murderess was a native of Wil- 
helmsfield, an inconsiderable hamlet in Oden- 
wald, about two leagues distant from Heidel- 
berg, and was the wife of a peasant. A cler- 
gyman attempted to offer her the consolations 
of roligion in her last moments. The culprit 
exhibiicd no extraordinary emotion, but sur- 
veyed the apparatus of death with perfect 
composure. Her countenance presented noth- 
ing of the ashy paleness of fear. She as- 
cended the scaffold with a firm step, and took 
her seat in a chair which wes placed in the 
centre of it. A treop of dragoons was drawn 
up round the platform. A short prayer was 


‘along with the Mosaic code, as that taught the pun- 
}ishment of death?’ We replied that ‘ whatever 
| was good in that code, was incorporated with Chris- 
‘tianity.’ 
| The Orthodox minister arose to ask some ques- 
_ Romans, and endeavored to make it appear that the 
|phrase, ‘He that beareth not the sword in vain, 
|meant Capital Punishment. He was shown thatthe 
‘early Chriatians went against the life-taking princi- 
‘ple ; that Jesus had said, ‘ All they who take the 
| sword, shall perish by the sword.’ 

The famous passage, ‘Whoso sheddeth man’s 
blood, &c., was also presented. ‘ 

In reply, it was shown that this passage was not 
understood to sanction Capital Punishment in the 
age to which it belonged. To prove this, it was 
shown that Moses was a murderer, and yet he was 
not put to death. The Orthodox minister seemed to 


read by the clergyman, after which, part of ‘doubt whether Moses was a murderer. As Br. Da- 


her attire was removed from her neck, and a 
cap was then drawn over her face. The re- 
mainder of the melancholy spectacle was suf- 
ficiently dramatic. There were two execu- 
tioners, the principal minister of justice, and 
an assistant. The latter twisted the suffer- 
er’s hair, and held it up at arms length. 
When this was done, the principal headsman 
advanced with a broad two-handed sword. <A 
silent thrill ran through the assembled multi- 
tude, who now understood the fatal moment 
had arrived. The dreadful weapon was rais- 
ed by the executioner, and a single blow sev- 
ered the head from the body. A great flow 
of blood instantaneously followed. The head 
was then held up to the gaze of the crowd, 
while the body sank through a trap door, and 
the dismal] scene closed. 


— he Hangman. 


BOSTON, JANUARY 15, 1844. 





EDITOR’S JOURNEY TO N. HAMPSHIRE 
No. IIL. 





9. Charlest .H. Found Ex-G Hub- | 
harlestown, N. i, Found Ex-(overnor Hu» | of the Inviolability of human life is fally under- 


| stood. 


bard right on Capital Punishment. Said he hoped 
it would be abolished ; he had recommended it in 
his messages. 


10-12. Alstead. Met here several brethren at an 
Association. Held a meeting. We were opposed | 


by a Lawyer who contended that the criminal was 
not his brother. Br. Davis said, ‘was not Cain, 
Abel’s brother?’ He was completely confounded. | 


He said we wanted to spare the criminal and put a| 


ruffle shirt on him, and have the ladies carry him | 
sweatmeats! Such are the monstrous ideas of | 
many when we talk of using means for the amend- 
ation of the offender. 

13-16. Keene. Here we had a full meeting on) 
the subject. Two lawyers and the Editor of the N. 
H. Sentinel entered the lists against us. 
wards the lawyer, said the gallows had been used | 
in all ages ; therefore it was right. A strong mode 
of reasoning! The same ground would sustain | 
idolatry. The other lawyer urged that the precepts | 
of Christ were for individuals, not nations. 
said, if Capital Punishment is abolished, prisoners | 
would rise upon their keepers. In reply, it was 
said more innocent persons were executed than 
would ever rise to kill their keepers. Then it was | 
also replied that we might have Capital Punish- 
ment for all those who killed their keepers. 

The Editor of the Sentinel thought the law was | 
well enough in its present form. 

Interview with Rev. Mr. Livermore. We were | 


ryejoiced to see him. He seemed interested in the | 


various reforms of the day. He kindly gave us| 


vis had been accused of blackguardism, he appeal- 
ed to the audience.’ No one answering immediately 
a man exclaimed, that choakes them! When the 
man was appealed to who called the Lecture black- 
guardism, he said he meant, that saying if Capital 
Punishment was right, Jesus could be a hangman, 
and that we ought to have a gallows erected on the 
hills of our country was blackguardism. The audi- 
|ence were very attentive to our testimony; and we 
believe a good work was done here. 

16. Jaffrey. Here met with Br. Clark, a devoted 
friend to the cause of Universalism. He received 
\us kindly. Also met with a Mr. Fisk, who had been 
in the Legislature, and whose heart and soul was 
engaged in doing away the barbarous law of Cap- 
ital Punishment. He felt rejoiced that we were out 
‘on such a benevolent enterprize. 





18. Peterborough. Here we called on the Rev. 
Dr. Abbott, and Rev. Mr. Cutler the Unitarian Cler- 
'gymen. Both treated us very kindly, and from 
‘them we received a note reccommending both our 





| works to their society. Both these clergymen were 
| opposed to the military, and to the Punishment of 
| Death. Both will live and die together, Both are 
barbarous customs come down to us from the dark 


lages. Both will pass away when the great doctrine 





Discussion Concluded from Last Week. 


Wm. Loyp Garrison. The gallows must be 
abolished. It is an edict of humanity. It is a 
work in which not mere fanatics are engaged, but 
the noblest spirits of the age, and of all ages. We 
are not to consult book authority; whatever stands 
in the way of humanity must fall. It is in vain to 
array texts that are thought to prove something con- 


‘trary to humanity. The text says, ‘drink no longer 
| water, but a little wine for thy stomachs sake.’ But 
what says tee-totalism? Total abstinence from all 
, | that intoxjcates. In vain they say the Lord spoke 
Mr. Ka. | '0 Moses to go to war, or to buy bondmen or bond- 
women. In spite of Moses and Paul, who sent 
| back Onesimus, we say that slavery is wrong. And 


|asto the ‘powers that be,’ and the command to 
‘ 


honor the king,’ why we have dishonored him, 


He | nd what did Bunker Hill and George Washington 
say to the ‘powers that be?’ He trampled upon 
| the ‘ordained’ powers of Europe. 


Some are afraid that the abolition of the death pen- 


alty will unsettle their theology. Not so, if their 
theology is right. Some are afraid if we remove the 


gallows, that the reform will lead somewhere else. 
Wherever right goes, there we must go. Abolish 
the gallows, and then we can look into our prisons ; 
then liberate the captive. 


Why do our clerical friends shrink from being 
hangmen? And now executions must be private, 


permission to use his church, and also aided us in | we are not to come in contact with them, any more 
our enterprize. He gave us a note to his congrega- | than with the Asiatic cholera. 


‘tion recommending our work on the Titles of Jesus. 
This secured us kind treatment, for people are won- 
derfully suspicious when a man goes out selling his 


ly unpleasant. We conversed on War. We re- 
marked that there was one consolation even in the 
perfection of the instruments of War; for the per- 
fection of the art would be its destruction ! 

Visited the jail. Found only two individuals 
there: one for Arson ; the other for Forgery. Both 
seemed rather contented. The jail was in a good 
condition. But the whole mode of prison-discipline 
is wrong. No one is made better by it. The great 
object is to restrain, not reform. 

15. Marlborough, N. H. Lectured here on Capi- 
tal Punishment. Full liberty was given to any one; 
even allowing any person to interrupt us by asking 
a question while speaking. Br. Davis, who in this 
instance opened the meeting, had not proceeded far 
when he was interrupted by one who exclaimed) 
‘jts all blackguardism !’ 

A Methodist preacher asked ‘how do you get 


The present law is anti-republican. The Decla- 


‘ration of Independence says, all men are created 
| equal, and have an inalienable right to life, liberty, 


own book. This makes our business often extreme- | 


and the pursuit of happiness. New Hampshire has 


gone ten thousand majority for the gallows. She is 
‘ina pitiable condition, professing Christ, yet voting 
for the gallows. Is Massachusetts right? if the 
| people demand ‘the Legislature to abolish the gal- 
| lows, then they will do it, for they will do any thing 
the people demand. 

| §. T. Everert, of Princéton, Mass. He had 
|seen Barrett. He was just from Ireland, a poor, de- 
| graded man, hardly conscious of what he did, and 
j at his trial, apparently indifferent about his fate. 

| Such is a rough sketch of one of the most inter- 
esting meetings on this subject, ever held in Boston. 
| All seemed to feel deeply, that something should be 
'done to abolish the death penalty. We trust that 
| this is but one of a series of meetings, that will be 
held in this city on this all-important subject. So 
'wreat was the interest felt, that another meeting was 
immediately appointed. 


eS 


THE HANGMAN. 


| fore strongly-urged by the Committee, that if time 
| were allowed, we might possibly see some of the 


‘surely the Executive would not allow a man to be 


main point relied on was that his gloves were found 
|ip the room where the corpse lay; that, in fact, he 


| timony. 


| mittee was appointed, who waited on the Governor | 


hoor, but it was in vain ; for, although we knew that 
the Governor could not act without his Council, yet 
| we felt moved to work till the last moment. This 
/last Committee consisted of Isaac H. Wright, Mr. 
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UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH' |time he committed the deed, as to be noticed in 
| We intend each week to give a list of those who | the street. He had gone into a house he had never 
| are to be executed in the several States of the Union. | entered before, had murdered a person he never 
We hope the number will be small. Since we | Saw before that time. Thus it was really drnnken- 


‘commenced, two have been taken from the list, | n¢ss that was to be punished with the gallows. 


tions, and read a portion of the thirteenth chapter of | Thomas Barrett, who was hung in Worcester, Jan. 3, Barrett was to be made an example of, that Irish- 


and William F. Comings, of New Hampshire, whose 'men might not get drunk. And this was done 
while our Governor was a temperance man, familiar 


| sentence has been commuted. We have heard from | 
Pennsylvania. A poor colored man was to have | with the whole temperance argument, and one who 
been hung there on the third of this month. By a) thus recognized the principle that drunkenness was 
reference to the list of those under sentence of death, | ‘emporary insanity! Though the jury wens bound 
it will be seen that the Executive has reprieved him | to give their verdict mainly upon the evidence, and 
till the fourteenth of March, 1845. bring him in guilty, even as though he had medi- 


There are now two or three capital cases to be | tated the crime for months beforehand, yet this was 


tried in our city. We have visited one prisoner, | 4 case where such premeditated malice could not 
Peter York, who is now confined for murder, and |be imagined. The man had committed the deed 
who was brought into court for sentence, but his | ¥pon the person of an utter stranger, in an almost 


counsel urged a new trial, which was granted. irresponsible state from the effects of casual indul- 
gence. Could any man compare such a deed with 


' _ |a murder like that of Mr. White, of Salem, planned 
Interview of the Committee appointed at a meeting - 
; | weeks beforehand, and executed in cold blood? 
held in Boston, Dec. 26, with the Governor and | talus oink Mali Ridhes dirk Saieented, Sntatlenl ‘en ciieetene 
Comnel, Wak fora terievs of Thomas Barrett, | abies Thue heat oaada be inne ona esse 
whose execution was appointed Jan. 3, 1845. me - P P 


ition, not on a fact;—hung on a legal fiction, — 
This Committee consisted of Rev. John Pierpont, hung by logic. 

Wendell Phillips, John W. Brown, Rev. J. F.Clarke,| The Committee had been told by one of the 

| Ellis Gray Loring, Esq., Dr. Walter Channing, and Council, that it would not do to take any action in 

| Charles Spear. the case, to break down the great laws of the Com- 

They met the Governor in private interview, first, | monweakh,—that these Irishmen were too much 











and afterwards the Council. A long interview was | accustomed to get drunk, and in their drink were 
/held on Tuesday, and another on Thursday. The! too outrageous. But the Council did not seem to 
| Committee did not go into the general subject, but | have paid sufficient attention to the testimony, that 
simply urged such facts as they thought would | the jury intended to recommend the criminal to 
induce the Executive to delay the execution a few mercy. They were bound by law to render in the 
days. Several reasons were presented for this | yerdict they did, but, for this very reason, great 
movement on the part of the Committee. | weight was always given toa jury’s recommendation, 
| 1, It was urged strongly that the criminal was | for jt was the only means they had of discriminating 
' intoxicated ; that this fact, though it would not have | between cases which were met by the law with the 
'weight with the Court, yet ought, in the judgment! came penalty. 

of the Committee, to have some influence on the | 
executive power of the Commonwealth; that it 


Cuartes Fox spoke of the solemnity of the sub- 
ject, —of life, as the gift of God, to be taken away 
| only by him, —that the object of punishment was to 
reform the bad,—of arguments from Scripture,—but 


‘seemed hard indeed, if the community furnished 
| . : . 

the means of intoxication, that a poor, unfortunate 
Irishman, peculiarly exposed to such temptations, 
| should suffer upon the gallows. 

| 2. An gino one of we a ® cise with the spirit of the Gospel ?— of the penal code of 
member of Mr. Wellington's by Maren SS Dare, was Great Britain, once written in blood. Great Britain 
| forwarded to one of the Committee, Rev. Mr. Clarke, |). . ‘ * 

had seen her error, and had repealed it. Gibbs, the 
| who said that the whole jury had intended to have * 

' recommended the criminal to mercy. It was, there- 


_ Scripture might be made to say, * There is no God,’ 
omitting ‘The fool saith.” Was it in accordance 


pirate, confessed that it was the severity of the law, 
and the consequent fear of the testimony of his vic- 
tims, that caused him to commit so many murders. 
No murder was comnitted in Prussia fora y 
. aa I : a fora year afte 
jury, and learn more about this fact. holiti . . aed 
; . the abolition of capital punishment there. 

3. It was also stated by Mr. Earle, of Worcester, |i yy. » ‘ i ‘ 

’ Mr. F. spoke very feelingly of the terrible im- 


that the prisoner was probably insane, and that) . 4 
’ pression the sight of an execution had made upon 


‘ him, when a child, and his determined aversi 
hung who was not in a sane mind. , , ‘ determined aversion to 


4. It was further urged that several petitions had 
been signed for a reprieve. 
5. It was still further urged that the maa was 
convicted on mere circumstantial evidence, that the 


the system. He closed by giving several striking 
cases of the fallacy of circumstantia! evidence. 
Cuarves Spear then offered a resolution for the 
formation of a society for the abolition of capital 
punishment. He urged the formation of such a 
society, to concentrate the action of the friends of 
the cause, and make it more efficient, to make 
them known to each other, and to correspond with 


- —— ' individuals and societies abro: here - i 
These were the principal points urged. We could ¢ societies abroad, where much has 
already been done. 


not, of course, go into all the minutia of the argu- | “ 
Isaac H. Wricurt thought that the opinion of the 


meeting should be taken on the conduct of the Gover- 


would, if executed, be hung upon very slight tes- 


ment, but the above will give our readers a fair view | 
of the points pressed upon the attention of his Excel- 
lency and his Council. 

We ehould add, that at a meeting held on Thurs- | 
day evening, Jan. 2, at a late hour, another Com- | requested Mr. Spear to withdraw his resolution, that 


nor and Council, in refusing a large and respectable 
| committee even a short reprieve of a criminal. He 


a committee might be appointed to draw up re 
tions expressive of the opinion of the meeting. 
Dr. WALTER CHANNING objected that such action 


Ty 
oVviu- 


between 10 and 11 o’clock in the evening. It was 


thought that something might be done even at that ; 

, would take the meeting ott from the great general 
question. We had done what we could for the un- 
fortunate man. It was the principle we must look at. 
He brought up the testimony of Dr. Johnson, Sir J. 


| Mackintosh, Sir J. Romilly, Beecaria, and Voltaire, 


Fox, Mr. Ritchie, and Charles Spear. | i myopia H 
/as all opposed to the system. . 
Such were the efforts made for the poor, unfor- | Re of ‘ecciet yo an he pe of the re- 
° ° . ’ | vo eC 1ely, as S > Pyne?) 
tunate criminal, but all in vain! i nuns y evidenced by the evasions 


| and shifts employed to avoid capital condemnations - 


DISCUSSION ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT, the amount of thirty-nine shillings instead of 
. ans e | the ¢ be 2 fs insteac orty 
IN BOSTON, JAN. 2. : sie: Mead of forty, 
; iwhich would be capital. In Russia there was 
It will be remembered that or Sow last 'no capital punishment; in Sweden it had been 
|Some account of a meeting in Boston, Dec. 26. | abolished many years, and all travellers remarked 
| The discussion now going on in this city will, we | the perfect safety of human life. ; 


of English juries convicting a criminal of forgery to 


2 Prussia had syb- 
think, essentially promote the, cause; and as we | stituted for it to the people the greatest of all boons 
believe om friends abroad will be glad to know |the best education. In England, not many veére 
something of the various arguments that were urged, | avo, a distinguished physician, Dr. Mead. ha 1 to 

all om = = : é - aA . PA c ? al 
we have been at considerable pains, assisted by 2/ flee his country, and live and die here, for 
a friend, to note them down. 


Signing 
‘the name of his superior officer, merely for the 

We opened the meeting by giving an account of want of time to obtain it, to a report they were 
the interview with the Governor and Council, who jointly to make. In England, about a century oe, 
_ went before them to ask for a reprieve of Barrett, | not all his distinguished friends and high cedinn. 
who was to be executed the following day. tions could save Dr. Dodd, a minister high in “— 


tiif 


WeNDELL Puiturrs said there are some eircum- | church, from suffering the extreme penalty for f 


Or- 
stances of peculiar hardship in this case; —that one| gery. What had happened in England to chane 
of the jury who convicted Barrett, had since made | all this? If this were well, why was it not so now 2 
affidavit that the jury unanimously agreed to recom- | But what is the ground of capital punishment? | 
. ° . . ait i 
mend him to mercy. Through some neglect, this | answer, Fear, and | express my astonishment. ¢} 


at 
iWistlan 


was not done. Barrett was so intoxicated at the ‘eight hundred thousand people have not C} 
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love enough among them to keep them safe, till 
two hundred feeble men are shht up in a prison 
that the whole two hundred can hardly move a 
stone of. But shall it always be so? In a Christian 
age and country, shall we not substitute the princi- 
ple of Love for that of Fear? There is a doctrine on 
this point, 1844 years old yesterday, which says, 
‘Thou shalt love thine enemy, —do good to them 
that hate you.’ I reverently appeal to the foot of 
the cross, and there it is I hear the doctrine, ‘ Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.’ 

Isaac H. Wricurt urged in favor of his motion 
that the committee had been appointed by the 
meeting, and it seemed proper that the meeting 
should take notice of its reception. Moreover, he 
thought that the feeling in this case would give 
more effect to an organization. It is when public 
feeling is roused by such a momentous event, that 
it should be brought forward and used in all its 
strength. It seemed proper to make this the rally- 
ing cry to bring out the opinion of the people. 

Cuaries Spear said he would withdraw his | 
resolution. He had told the Lieutenant-Governor 
that the refusal to grant a reprieve of Barrett would 
do more for the cause than any thing its friends 
could do. Though he did not want a victim, yet 
he believed such a refusal would tend to arouse the 
public mind to the enormity of the law. 

Mr. J. N. Burrus, of Lynn, seconded Mr. Wright’s | 
motion. He spoke of the evidence given, by the | 
abhorrence for the office of hangman, shown lately 
in regard to the petition that the ministers who were 








in its favor should perform the solemn office. In|! I a 
| in darkness and silence, where it cannot ope- 


pai to deprave the people and multiply 


Spain, they were obliged to pardon condemned 
criminals to induce them to perform it. He spoke 


of the extraordinary fact that ministers of the gospel | 
were the most strenuous defenders of the gallows, | 


that verbal arguments from the Bible were such | 





' 

should be taken so frequently without law. 
Every habitual tresspass upon one of those 
rights of man we pronounce inalienable, tends 
to lessen in our estimation the value of the 
rest. Hence it is easy to understand the rea- 
son why duels and assassinations should char- 
acterize Southern society. In the free States, 
the people are trained to look with more rev- 
erent eyes upon Humanity —and hence the 
duellist is regarded with horror. Now these 
public hangings operate in the same way up- 
on the people, that slaveholding does upon 
slaveholders. They break down that feeling 
of sacred awe with which Christianity trains 
us to regard human rights. We see the State 
coming forward, and in the most revolting 
manner, violently wresting from a man, or 
woman, the most precious right conferred by 
their Maker. We do not ask the reason — 
we see only the fact. The horrible fact fills 
our minds, and the charm which surrounded 
the sanctuary of human rights, shielding it 
from trespass, is dispelled. The more fre- 
quent such exhibitions, the more public senti- 
ment deteriorates — the more our sensibilities 
are deadened — the less reluctance do we feel 
at the commission of violence. Such are the 
tendencies. No wonder, that where capital 
punishments are frequent, it should be found 
that under the gallows itself, robberies are of 
common occurrence, and violence in the com- 
munity is constantly increasing. 

We hope these revolting exhibitions will be 
discontinued — and that the act which sends 
a fellow-being to answer for his crimes to the 
bar of God, if it must be done, may be done 


crime. 





Cneap PLeasure. — The New-York Morn- 
ing Post relates the following story of a man 


| chosen President of our Society. It was felt that 





il 


’ 





| meeting was held, and a Constitution of a Society 
| was presented, and the officers were chosen. We 
cannot now present all the proceedings, but we will | 
endeavor to present them in our next number, so | 
| that they can be read at our Convention. Names| 
ean be affixed to the Constitution, by calling at the 
Hangman office, 25 Cornhill. 

We have the happiness to announce to our read- 
ers that Ropert Ranrovt, Jn., of this city, was 


'the friends of the cause owed more to him in this 
State than to any other man for his labors on this 
great subject. Few persons know more of his la- 
bors than ourself. It would have been impossible 
te have completed our Essays on Capital Punish- 
ment, had it not been for his kindness in furnishing 
many valuable documents, especially many foreign 
works. We feel that too much credit cannot be 
given to him for his great labor. We sincerely hope 
that all party feeling will be merged now in this 
great work. We have chosen men of different sects 
/and parties, and we hope all will go forward united- 
ily, and labor till the great work of removing the 
'death punishment from our country, and from the 
| world, is accomplished. And in this great work we 
are indeed happy; indeed, we congratulate the 
| friends on the appointment of aman of such high 
‘talents, such great moral worth, as RoperT Ran- 
| TOUL, Jx., President of the Massachusetts Society for 
'the Abolition of Capital Punishment. 











A Public Discussion, of the subject of Capital 
Punishment, will be held in Ritchie Hall, corner of 
Washington St. and Temple Place, on Thursday 
evening, at 7 o’clock. 





THE MASSACHUSETTS ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 
The Thirteenth Annual Meeting of the MASSA- 
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Mr. Eaton of South Reading, offered an order that the 

Committee on the Judiciary consider the of 
making some new provision for the safety of travel on 
common highways running parallel with, or intersecting 
lines of railway. 

Mr. Stevenson of Boston, submitted an order, that, 
the Senate concurring, the joint Standing Committees 
be directed to issue no order of notice returnable after 
the second Monday in February. 


PETITIONS TO THE LEGISLATURE. 


Our friends will remember that the time is ex~ 
tremely short now for sending in Petitions to our 
Legislature. In about a week at least, all Petitions 
should be sent in. A vigorous effort must be made 
at the present session to abolish the death-penalty. 
Meetings should be held in every town. We hope 
that the first step that will be taken by the Society 
now forming in this city, will be to send out an able 
Lecturer on this great subject. Who will go? 


SUPREME COURT. — January 8. 
(Present — Chief Justice Shaw and Associate Justices 
Wilde, Hubbard, and Dewey.) 


TRIAL FOR MURDER. 
CoMMONWEALTH Ys. ALexaavice 8. Burier. 


The question of the admissibility of Mrs. Ballou, 
wife of the person under indictment as accessory 
before the fact, (which we stated in our last, to be 
under discussion when the reporter left,) was decid- 
ed by the Court according to the well-known prin- 
ciples of Common Law, which establish the point 
that the wife can not testify under any circumstan- 
ces prhene the husband has a direct interest in the 
result. 

A jew witnesses were then called by the counsel 
for the defence, to testify respecting the reputation 
of Mrs. Batchelder, the principal witness for the 
government. The testimony to the points that she 
had kept a house of ill fame, and that abortions had 
been procured in her house with her knowledge and 
assent, was overruled by the Court, as being irrele- 
vant to the case. The witnesses in reference to her 














CHUSETTS ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY will be 


character for trath and veracity swore that it was 


obstacles, but that no one who looked to the dictates in that city, who spend$ his leisure moments 

of his own heart, who looked to the spirit of the | in inquiring into the condition of the poor, for 

Gospel, could give weight to such defences. _the purpose, as far as it lies in his power, of 
Urian Ritcuie spoke warmly in favor of the! relieving their distresses. 


committee. He said, shall not our Governor be} The other night in passing through the 


| WW ; r . 
ruled by the precept, ‘Do as you would be done | Washington Parade Ground, he was accosted 


not good. 


held in the MARLBORO’ CHAPEL, Boston, on This moming the following evidence was intro- 
‘January 22d, 23d, and 24th, commencing at 10| Wm. Rhoades, sworn — Reside in Boston. Know 
o'clock, A M. ithe general reputation of Mary A. Batchelder for 
hdeleiteiivenes | truth and veracity, to be bad. 








by.” If this meeting say he has*been, I will vote 
for the death of my poor countryman, myself! 
To be concluded next week. 





CLERGY-PETITION 


Mr. Editor: — I am much pleased with your Pe- 
tition on Capital Punishment, published in the first 
number of your valuable paper. 

I like it for its consistency in recommending that 
clerical gentlemen, advocating the barbarous system 
of strangling men to death, may be appointed sher- 


iffs. And why should they not be executioners? | 


They can act as chaplains on the field of war! 


And why should they not suspend their fellow man | 


between the heavens and the earth? Especially as 
they are most active in the support of such an ordi- 
nance. If Capital Punishment be so divine and 


sacred an institution, why should not God’s minis- | 


ters take it into their own hands! 


Your Petition also recommends that executions | 
may hereafter take place on the Sabbath, in or near | 
some church, instead of being confined, as at pres- 


ent, within the precints of a jail-yard. This I think 


is a good suggestion. And | would further reccom- | 
mend that the cross be taken from the church, and | 


the gallows (as seen on the first page of the Hang- 
man) be substituted in its place. God’s ministers 
(pardon the expression) would not know the differ- 
ence, they look so much alike to their spiritual 
eyes. 

" We would also reccommend to the friends of the 
gallows, the erection of a banner, just over the scaf- 
fold, bearing the inscription, “CHRISTIANITY 
‘CARRIED OUT. Love your enemies. Do violence 
tono man. For the Son of man came [[3 NvT To 
DESTROY MEN’S LIVES BUT TO save them.”—Bible. 

This we think at any rate would convince the 
candid, that choking men to death was a new way 
of showing our love to them! But more hereafter. 

E. H. Lake. 
East Kingston, N. H. 





EXECUTION AT COLUMBUS. 


From the Cincinnati Philanthropist. 
The day following on which we left Colum- 
bus, two executions were to take place—a 


man and a woman were to be publicly hung. | 


It was painful to see the eagerness of the 
public; expectation was on tiptoe. People 
were streaming into Columbus from all parts 
of the surrounding country — some even from 
distant counties —to witness this revolting 
exhibition got up by the State. If men and 


women must be hung by the neck until dead, | 


for the sake of all that is lovely in man, let 
the deed be done where none shall be wit- 
nesses but God, and the officers of the law 
commissioned to take away the life which he 
gave. 
thousands to glut their curiosity in contemp- 
lating the convulsive and quivering agonies of 
men and women, swinging in a halter between 
heaven and earth, is nurtured by its gratifica- 
tion. The best way to prevent assaults upon 
personal rights is to impress the public mind 
with a profound sense of their sacredness. In 
the South, where men rob others by law of 
the right to liberty, it is no wonder that life 


The depraved feeling which draws | 


by a woman with a child in her arms, and 
‘asked for alms. He could hardly resist the 
jappeal; yet not approving of indiscriminate 
| money giving, he thought he might safely try 
‘an experiment. Taking a twenty-five cent 
/piece out of his pocket, he gave it to her 
and made as though he were going away. 
Instead of doing so, however, he turned and 
'watched the movements of the beggar. He 
saw her go, with rapid steps, into a psn 
hard by, when she returned with an armfull 
of bread. He followed her through dark 
streets and by-ways, until she suddenly de- 
scended into a dark and dirty cellar. He 
kneeled down upon the cold pavement that 
‘he might see, if possible, the inmates of so 
'wretched an apartment. By thé light of a 
few embers that were raked from the ashes of 
the hearth, he discovered there, several pale, 
miserable looking children, who seemed too 
feeble to rise at the approach of the woman, 


whom he took to be their mother. 
her gradually unfold from her apron, the bread 
which she had just procured — the children 
|ran eagerly towards it, tore it inlo pieces, and 


fell to work devouring it with the appetites of | 


‘young wolves. Having appeased the knaw- 
‘ings of hunger, they turned to their mother with 
faces beaming with joy, clasped her around the 
‘neck and body, and almost smothered her 
| with kisses. Our friend, who was somewhat 
|tender hearted, was quite overcome by the 
‘scene, and went away tohis home. He says 
he enjoyed an unusual serenity that night, 
and a most grateful and profound sleep. It 
was the cheapest pleasure he had had fora 
‘long while. 


| 





|  ___— Notices. 


|'CONVENTION OF THE MASSACHUSETTS 
| SOCIETY FOR THE ABOLITION OF CAP- 
ITAL PUNISHMENT. 
The Massachusetts Society for the Aboli- 
‘tion of Capital Punishment, will hold a 
Convention in Hall No. 1, under the Marl- 
boro’ Chapel, on Tuesday, January 21, com- 
mencing at 10 A. M. 

Robert Rantoul, Dr. Channing, Rev. John 
Pierpont, and Wendell Phillips, are expect- 
ed to be present, and other distinguished 


friends of the cause. 


We hope the friends of the Abolition of Capital 
' Punishment will assemble by thousands on the above 
day. It will be the first Convention in Massachu- 
setts, of a Society just formed, whose object is to do 
away the inhuman law of Capital Punishment. 
And now is the tim. to influence our Legislature on 
this great subject. Long and ardently have we de- 
sired to see a Society formed in this State. Our de- 
sire is fulfilled. Last evening a large and spirited 


He saw | 


FOURIER MEETING. 

The Annual Meeting of the New-England Four- 
ier Society, will be held in Boston, on Wednesday, 
| January 15, 1845, at 10 o’clock, A. M. A general 
|attendance of the friends of the Association is ear- 
| nestly requested. GEO. RIPLEY, President. 

Joun Atien, Szcretary. 




















MARRIAGES. 
In this city, on Sunday evening last, by Rev. Mr Aiken, 
| Mr. Antomo O. Pons, of Spain, to Miss Eliza Aun Ingals, 
eldest daughter of John R. lien of Charlestown. 
At St. Louis, Dec. 26th, Mr. William C. Martin, of St. 
Louis co. Mo., to Miss Eliza P. Keith, formerly of Massa- 
chusetts. 





DEATHS. 

In this city, on the 3d inst, Mrs Mary Elizabeth, wife of 
Mr. George C. Rand, aged 23 years. 

6th inst, Elizabeth M. Me Whinnie, 3 yearsand 4 months 

On Tuesday Francis George, youngest son of Rev. Dr. 
Eaton. 

At Charlestown, Jan 7, Joseph, son of Mr. James B. Boss- 
net, 16 years ¥ months. 


firm of Whitney and Wheelock, and formerly a merchant in 
| Boston. 

| Jan. 5, William Ellery Channing, youngest son of John 
| L. and Mary D. Jewett, 2 years, 1 month and 12 days. 

At Brighton, Monroe co. 2d inst, Ruth, consort of Capt. 
Jacob Gould, formerly of Boxford Maas., 78 

| At Aux Gayes, Dec. 10, Capt. Vinal, of sch. Billow, 
| of Boston. 


LEGISLATURE. 


Wepwnespay, Jan. 8. 
Senate. On motion of Mr. Hill of Worcester, it was 
ordered that the Committee on Railways and Canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law, that no person shall be a Director in two Railroad 
corporations at the same time. 

The Secretary of the Commonwealth, appeared with 
|a message from the Governor, in relation to two suits 
_ which have been instituted in the county of Essex against 

the Commonwealth, in which the constitutionality of 


one or more of the statutes of the State would be ques- | 


| tioned, and in which the Executive did not feel author- 
ised to employ counsel 
Mr. Lawrence of Hampshire, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, submitted resolves that the commis- 
sioners appointed to establish the boundary line between 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, be instructed to as- 
certain the line north and northerly of Pawtucket Falls, 
and communicate their doings to the Governor, before 
the expiration of the present Legislature. 


Hovse or Representatives. Mr. Conanon of 
New- Bedford, offered an order, that the Committee on 
the Judiciary take into consideration the expediency of 
amending the 28th chapter of the Revised Statutes, re- 
lating to the measurement of wood and bark, so as to 
provide that the public measurers sha'l be appointed by 
the towns in which said wood and bark is offered for 
sale. Mr. Page of New-Bedford, from the committee to 
whom was referred the disposition of the several parts of | 
the Governor's Message, reported on the same, and the 
several recommendations were adopted; that in regard 
to Texas, was referred to Messrs. Bell of Boston, Chapin 
of Uxbridge, Hopkins of Northampton, Haydea of Wil- | 
liamsburg, and Staples of Mendon, on the part of the 
House. 

Mr. Brapevury of Westminster, offered an order that 
the Committee on Education consider the expediency of 
»roviding that the distribution of the school fund shall 
»e made according to the number of scholars in the 
schools, and not in regard to the age as is now the case. 

The same gentleman offered an order that the Com- 

| mittee on the Judiciary consider the expediency of pas- 
sing an act making seduction a penal offence. 
: 


At New- York, Jan. 2d, Mr. Francis Whitney, 56, of the 


} 


| Cross ex.— Am not personally acquainted with her 
= have heard it from others, especially a young Ja- 
dy, whose name I don’t recollect, who said that if 
| Mrs. B. hadn’t lied to her she should have been a 
| virtuous girl. 
| Benj. F. Butler, sworn. Am Counsellor at Law 
|—practice at Lowell. I never knew the character 
of Mrs. Batchelder personally — my acquaintance 
| with it arose from the fact of her appearing as a wit- 
/ness in Court at the September term, 1840, when 
_her veracity was@omewhat discussed, though I be- 
lieve no adverse evidence was adduced at that irial. 
| At another time a Mrs. Mary Ann Batchelder, moth- 
|er of one Jenness Batchelder —don’t know wheth- 
/er it was the Mrs. Batchelder now referred to— was 
attempted to be impeached, and considerable evi- 
sane against her reputation for truth was introduc- 
ed. 
_ Cross ex.— The case referred to, in which she 
| was a witness, resulted in favor of the side upon 
which she testified, but turned upon a legal point in 
which her character was out of the question. The 
|case will be found reported in 1 Metealf’s Rep. 
| There was some testimony in her favor. 
The following witnesses were called by Mr. Par- 
_ker, for the purpose of rebutting the foregoing :— 

Dr. Samuel Gregg, sworn. — Have known Mrs. 

Batchelder about three years — visited the family 
| professionally. Know nothing against her reputa- 
| tion for veracity. 

Cross ez.— She has a son named Jenness Batch- 
elder. 

James H. Blake, called. — Have known Mrs. B. 
about three years past, and have known nothing 
against her. 

Cross ex.— Have conversed with but very few 
concerning her character. 

Dr. E. Whitney, called. — Have known Mirs. B. 
for the last two or three years, but can say nothing 
on the subject of her reputation for truth, 

| [Correction.— In yesterday’s report, an allusion to 
the evidence of W. K. Batchelder as being contra- 
'dictory with reference to the envelope of the medi- 
cine which he first procured, was incorrect. He 
corroborated his testimony in the Police Court about 
| getting it in papers, and added, that he afterwards 
| purchased some in phials. 
| The closing arguments in the case by the respect- 
ive counsel —J. C. Park, Esq. for the defendant, 
and S. D. Parker, Esq., County Attorney — were 
very lengthy, (between two and three hours each,) 
| and eat out in full, with all the legal acumen for 
'which both are distinguished, and with their pow- 
ers of oratory, all the different aspects of the case 
which jeopard the life or liberty of the aceused. 

After an elaborate and lucid charge, by the Hon. 
Chief Justice Shaw, the jury retired at 7 1-4 o’clock, 
P. M. to deliberate upon their verdict. 

In 35 minutes a verdict of NOT GUILTY was 
rendered, and the prisoner was discharged. 





Office of the Haneman, 25 Cornhill, at 
Bela Marsh’s Bookstore. 

Subscriptions received also at Geo. W. 
Briggs’ Bookstore, 403 Washington Street. 
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ding and Co.’s, 8 State street, 

Wanted: Several Agents to sell our 
works, to whom a liberal discount will be 


made, [See Advertisement on last page.] 
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HOWARD. very questionable position. Indeed, if there 

We cannot mention the name of Howard without is any thing in the disgusting and revolting | 
When we remember that he spectacle of an execution that can inspire the | 
heart of a christian, can excite his delicate 
sensibilities, and arouse his energies to defend | 
it, we never want that christianiy to enter our 
hearts threshold. It would pollute pollution, 
a aa el ad _ blacken perjury, and contaminate infidelity 
‘ithy straw, on the damp, clay floor, who can help itself! | 
a. miring his ardent love for the degraded? Cowper, | But our little state of Rhode Island, the | 
the great moral poet of England, has pronounced the land of Roger Williams, is not free from the | 
following just and beautiful eulogium on his | eyrse of the death-punishing penalty. Her| 
statutes are disgraced by an over barborous | 
code of legal wrong, as well as by flagrant | 
demonstrations of republican inadequacy. 
And we refer to this with painful and poignant | 
feelings of regret, with instinctive horror and, 
‘condemnation, when we remember that a fel- | 
low mortal — a poor son of Ireland — now lies 
‘in our State prison, under sentence of death — | 
an ignominious death on the gallows, the | 
fourteenth day of February next. But it is) 
‘not our intention toimpute opinions derogatory | 
to the tribunal before whom he was tried; and! 
though there were suflicient evidence to con- 
vince a jury of his guilt, that evidence was 
nevertheless circumstantial — evidence prob- | 
lematical in itself —antagonistic with certainy, | 
and admitting the possibility of his innocence. | 
That pleads for peace till it disturbs the state, | We therefore hope the General Assembly, at 
Were hushed in favor of thy gen’rous plea, , the January session next, will commuie the | 
The poor thy clients, end Heaven's amnite thy fee! /punishment of this man; and that measures 

'will be immediately adopted to annul and ab- 
|rogate the most infamous of all criminal enact- 
Among the great reforms of the age, there ‘ments — the death-punishing penalty. 


peculiar emotions. 
spent thirty thousand pounds in the cause of hu- 
manity, and traversed nearly sixty thousand miles, 
fearlessly daring the dungeon’s gloom and the squalid 
aspect of the miserable occupant, as he lay in his 


Cuaracter: 
* Patron of else the most despised of men, 
Accept the tribute of a stranger's pen ; 
Verse, like the laurel, its immortal meed, 
Should be the guerdon ofa noble deed ; 
I may alarm thee, but I| fear the shame, 
(Charity chosen as my theme and aim,) 
j mustineur, forgetting Howard's name, 
Blest with all wealth can give thee, to resign 
Joys doubly sweet to feelings quick as thine, 
To quit the bliss thy rural scenes bestow, 
To seek a nobler amidst scenes of wo, 
‘To traverse seas, range kingdoms, and bring home, 
Not the proud monuments of Greece or Rome, 
But knowledge such as only dungeons teach, 
And only sympathy like thine could reach; 
That grief sequestered from the public stage, 
Might smooth her teathers, and enjoy her cage; 
Speaks a divine ambition, and a zeal, 
The boldest patriot might be proud to feel. 
O that the voice of clamor and debate, 





CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 


j 


| 
| 
is not one in which we feel a more deep, per- | 
manent and abiding interest, than the abolition | 








of the death penalty. It is a singular fact, | PROSPECTUS. 
and no less truthful than humiliating, that! A new paper to be published weekly, during the 


nearly all the judicial malpractice and legal) next session of the Massachusetts Legisla- 
ture, in Thirteen numbers, to be 


malefaction of the past, are still continued | aaa a : 
and sanctioned; while the minor evils of the entitled: THE HANGMAN, 
day, are felled and exterminated as with the 7 JVHE Subscriber proposes to publish a weekly | 
arm of an Achilles. Public opinion, and even Periodical, to be contained in Thirteen num- 
civil enactments have been brought to bear bets only, during the Session of the next Legislature | 
of Massachusetts. He has thought that such a 
paper would be eminently calculated to advance the | 
glorious period when the barbarous law of Capital | 
Punishment would no longer disgrace our statutes. 
Notwithstanding the numerous publications of the | 


against intemperance, slavery, and many in- 
cipient degrees of crime, while the horrible 
barbarities and monstrosities of judicial murder, 
are either overlooked or winked at by a great 
majority of our fellow-citizens. ‘day, there is no one expressly devoted to this inter- 

It is not our intention to depict the evils and | esting subject. Having collected a great variety of 
incidental enormities of capital punishment. | facts and anecdotes in reading and travelling, the | 


t is sufficient for us to express our opinions subscriber feels that he can do much towards en- | 
’ lightening the public mind on the punishment of 


and leave the reader to imagine the archi-| 4° oo: es cogypte 33 
: : ne 'death. Many interesting facts will be given, re- 
tectural beauties of a gallows, and the fantas- lating to the state of prisons in this country and in 
tic contortions of its death-struggling victim. | Europe. | 
Yet a few years ago, it was thought good; THe Haneman will be published in folio size, at | 
poucy by grave and reverend legislators, to ex- | the low price of 25 cents for the whole 13 numbers. | 
hibit death-penalties in public, and edify a Names may be forwarded to the subscriber, or to 
christian community by a leau ideal gallows ; BELA Maxsu, 25 Cornhill, Boston. | 
exhibition. But popular sentiment revolis at} Address CHARLES SPEAR, Editor and Proprie- | 
such hideous spectacles at this day; and the | '% 4 London street, Boston. | 
poor scaffold cannot rear its symetrical anato- | JAMES FRENCH, | 
my, garnished with a rope and coffin, unless | 
hidden behind the walls of a prison. Now if, abies or agg ceimen 
death-punishment is too corrupting to be wit-; PUBLISITER, BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER, 
nessed —ioo terrible for useful and salutary | —ALso— 
exhibition, then say we, it is too damnably|!MPORTER OF STEEL PENS OF EVERY VARIETY: 
barbarous to be tolerated, and is an improper| ¢YTATIONARY of every description, viz., Letter, 
and uneccessary penaliy to protect us from)‘ Cap, Pot Bill, Note, Billet, and Faney Papers; | 
criminal aggression. Bristol and London Board, Drawing and Tracing | 
It is admitted to be a fact, that civilization | Papers ; Plain, Faney and Embossed Visiting Cards; | 
has a conservative influence, and that as intel-| Drawing and W nung Pencils ; told sand Silver | 
lizence and virtue progress, crime naturally | pene! pag tory ape ag Finer shecspic pase 
7s oa » | delible Ink; Steel Pens and Pen-holders of every | 
diminishes. ; And to satisfy our predisposed | variety ; Wafers, Sealing Wax, Inkstands and Ink ; | 
belief on this point, we have examined the| SJates; Bank, Blank, Account, Check and Memo-| 
criminal statistics of Europe, and from the} randum Books; Pocket Books, Card Cases, Portfo- | 
surest of arithmetical demonstration and data, | lios, embossed and plain; Writing Books, with or, 
we find the suspension of gallows-frolics and | Without Copies; Writing Cases, and other articles | 
death-penalties to be salutary. Belgium with | too numerous to mention, at very low prices, by 





a population of three and a half millions, shows | 
a decrease of victims of the gallows, from 1804 | 
to 1836, of seven per cent. per annum. France, | 
the great empire of thirty-two millions of peo- | 
ple, eleven per cent. diminution annually ;| 
Prussia, seven and a third; and Great Britian, | 
five per cent per annum, from 1820 to 18336. | 
Thus, we see an admirable illustration of the | 
beneficial efiects of a diminution of extreme | 
penalties, with a decrease of capital crimes ;| 
and were death-punishments, in those coun- | 
tries wholly abrogated, we believe public! 
yiworals would be more secure. And we 
further believe thatif our own criminal codes 
were mitigated, death crimes would be scarce, | 
ind very salutary restraints placed on our public 


| 


and private imimoralities. 

Heinous, and aggravatingly wicked as we 
ok upon the individual who premeditates and 
-ecutes the offence of murder, we consider 


— 


( 

the atrocity of his deed but a shade darker, 

auda trifle more criminal than the poor tool of 
ay 9 ‘ 4 1 * 4] . y 

power who executes the letter of the law, and 

hangs his guilty fellow-man. Even the ex- 

ecutive, the legal tribunal, and the community 


who sanction and endorse such a relic of bar- 

rsm, are in our views morally and ethically 
wrong, if not accessory to murder itself. And 
those individuals, who in their fanatical and 
Ligoted enthusiasm endeavor to sustain and 
odious death-punishment, by the 
or of perverting the 
their be- 


Oo end tne 


( ie oracles of God. 


laws of forgiveness and mercy, place 
philanthropy and cliristianity in a 


Lcovolence 


| 
JAMES FRENCH, 78 Washington St. 
- —— " | 


SOCIAL REFORM BOOKSTORE. 


FEXHE WATER-CURE JOURNAL, and Teacher | 

of Health, edited by Joel Shew, M. D. A}! 
valuable periodical of sixteen pages, royal 8mo., | 
published semi-monthly. Terms, one dollar per! 
volume — 26 numbers — in advance, or five copies, | 
to one address, four dollars ; ten copies, eight dollars, | 
&e. Berta Mars, Agent. No. 25 Cornhill, Boston, 
where subscriptions may be forwarded. | 


| 
| 


For sale as above, the works of Brisbane, Godwin, | 
Boyle, and others, on Social Reform. The Phalanx, | 
Social Reformer, and Constitution and By-Laws | 
of Brook-Farm Assocation; Mrs. Child’s Letters 
from New York; Selections from Fenelon, by Mrs. | 
Follen; Life of Follen; American Politician; Bible 
Quadrupeds ; American Constitutions; the various | 
works on the Water Cure: Pictorial Bible: Dr. | 
Alcott’s Works; the Physiological and Phrenological | 
Works of Fowler, Graham, and others. 

Works on Capital Punishment. 

For sale, as above, A Report on the Punishment of | 
Death, made to the Legislature of the State of New | 
York, by John L. O'Sullivan. 1841. Price 75 cents. | 

Three Discourses on Capital Punishment, by E. | 
H. Chapin. 1843. Price 12 1-2 cents. 

Punishment of Death proved to be unlawful, in a 
letter to the Marquis of Northampton, by John Pell. 
London. 1835. Price 6 cents. 

Sacredness of Human Life; a letter addressed to 
the incumbent of St. James’s, Sheffield, on Capital! 
Pynishment, by Samnel Roberts. London. 1841. 
Price 6 cents. — 

Report relating to Capital Punishment, to the| 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, by Robert Ran- 
toul, Esq. 1835. 25 cents 


| 
| 
| 
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Preparing for Exccuhin, 


a aR ATR SEIT LE WF CNT I AS NT RE eh as hE 





UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH!!! 


NEW YORK! Base, the pirate. 


Now confined in the Prison at 


Blackwell’s Island, New York. The time of execution is fixed by the 


President in July, 1845. 


Wittiuam Miter, for the murder of George West, at Sandlake, 


about two years since. Sentenced 


MAINE! 


in the State Prison. 


VERMONT! 
child. 


RHODE ISLAND! 


Sprague. 
PENNSYLVANIA! 


Time of execution, March 14, 1845. 


Tuomas Tuorn, for murder. 


Joun Gorvon, for the murder of 


to execution on the 28th of Januarv. 


Now confined at hard labor 


* e * . 
Time of execution not fixed. 


Eveene Cuirrorp, for the murder of his wife and 


Time of execution not fixed. 


Amasa 


Time of execution, Feb. 14, 1845. 


Samue. Zepron, for the murder of Cuffy Todd. 





TITLES OF JESUS. 


BY CHARLES SPEAR. 


Sixteenth edition, with rich steel Engravings. Price $1. 


NHIS work has received high commendations 
We sub- 


both in this country and in Europe. 
join a few notices. 

‘It seems to me to be one of those books which 
ought to have a place in every family library, by 
the side of the Bible and the Hymn Book.’ Hen- 
rY A. Mites, Lowell. 


| Essays on the Punishment of Death. 


| BY CHARLES SPEAR. 


Tenth Edition, with fine Engravings. 


HIS work is intended to present a concise and 
practical view of Capital punishment. In pre- 
paring the work the author had access to many 
valuable foreign publications, scarcely known in 
this country. The work contains sixteen Essays ; 
one chapter embodying OCONNELL’S Speech on 


‘None can read this work without having their} the subject. 


faith in the Saviour strengthened, their hearts ele- 
vated and improved, and saying, in the strong lan- 
guage of admiration, “never man lived and spake 
like this man.”’ O. A. Skinner, Boston. 

‘The plan is good, its spirit excellent, and ina 

opular Soom, it presents the results of much learned 
hee and research. I consider its circulation de- 
sirable, and earnestly recommend it to all friends 
and seekers of Christian truth and scriptural know!l- 
Cuartes W. Upuam, Salem. 
From the Inquirer, London. 

‘The author has brought together, with great dili- 
gence, all the Names and Titles which are applied 
to Christ in the Scriptures, amounting altogether to 
eighty. Each of these he explains and illustrates 


edge.’ 


practically, conveying much useful comment in a 


popular style, accompanied by a great variety of 
valuable, moral and devotional sentiment. We be- 
lieve it is as yet scarcely known at this side of the 
Atlantic, but it would probably suit the wants of 
many, and be esteemed a valuable addition to our 
valuable stock of practical pte 2 We have no 
hesitation in expressing our approbation of its pre- 
vailing opinions and tendency, and our hope that it 
will meet with a welcome amongst us.’ 


From the Bible Christian, Belfast, Ireland. 

‘We recommend this work to Christian families 
as a useful and interesting auxiliary to their devo- 
tional exercises. We recommend it to congrega- 
tional libraries, as a work that will seldom be al- 
lowed to rest upon the shelves. We recommend it 
to Sunday-school teachers as one of the best man- 
uals we know, for rational explanation, and for prac- 
tical lessons of piety and morality. And since it 
is one of the goodly fashions of the present day for 
all persons who would aspire to any degree of lit- 
erary taste, to display literary ornaments on their 
drawing-room tables, we can confidently recom- 
mend it for this purpose too. In typography, paper, 
and binding, it is beautifully got up. it contains 
fine engravings by an eminent American artist. 
And if visitors have occasionally to wait a few 
minutes for the appearance of the mistress of the 
house, we do not know how they could spend the 
time more pleasantly, than in perusing a section of 
the “Names and Titles of Jesus.”’’ 

From the Christian Pioneer, Edinburgh. 

‘This is a very interesting work, devotional and 
practical in its character and design. No one can 
peruse the work without instruction and pleasure. 
Even in places in which an individual may see rea- 
son to differ from the writer, he must still admire 
his power of moral discrimination, and feel at one 
with his love and veneration of the character of 


| *Christ.’ 


This work is not in the trade, but is published 
and sold by the Author and his agents, Geo. W. 
Briggs, 403 Wash’g St. and B. Marsh, 25 Cornhill. 


The work presents a view of all the capital of- 
| fences in the Union; a labor said by distinguished 
| jurists never to have been accomplistied before. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


‘If any man can read these Essays, and not be 
convinced that legal killmg has incited to four mur- 
ders for every one it has prevented, he must, it 
seems to us, be steeled against the force of evi- 
dence, and the fear of shedding innocent blood. 
We hope this book will be widely circulated, though 
the author, being poor, publishes his book himself, 
and goes about to sell it as he can, which will re- 
tard its dissemination. The facts here industriously 
collected—the recorded opinions of Beecaria, Black- 
| stone, Montesquieu, Franklin, Rush, Smoliett, La- 
fayette, Channing, Edward Livingston, O'Connell, 
| &c.,—are alone worth double the cost of the vol- 
ume. To the more general reader, this work must 
| be more interesting, than the freshest novel can be 
—so various and thrilling are its incidental portrait- 
ures of the human heart and life—of our criminal 
laws, and their hardly more criminal victims.’— New 


York Tribune. 


‘This work contains the clearest and most con- 
densed array of facts and arguments, on the subject 
of Capital Punishment that we ever met with. 
Portions of it are thrilling in the extreme. We do 
| not envy the head or the heart of the man, who can 
rise from its perusal without an utter abhorrence of 
| this bloody relic of barbarism, and a determination 
to do his utmost to sweep it from our criminal code ; 
with or without benefit of clergy.’—Anti-Slavery 
Standard. 

‘The author seems to have compassed the whole 
subject; and to us his arguments, figures, and facts, 
strengthen a conviction that our whole heart: and 
judgment assent to, viz., that the punishment of 
death should be stricken from the statute books of 
every government whose laws are professelly based 
upon the ethics of Christ.—Hunt’s Merchant’s Mag- 
azine, N. ¥. 

‘The subject is most ably treated upon by the au- 
thor, who has condensed into a book of about 250 
pages much valuable information of a highly inter- 
esting character.’~-Bay State Democrat. 


Published and sold by the author, and by his 
agents, Bela Marsh, 25 Cornhill, and George W. 
Briggs, 304 Washington Street) where also sub- 
scriptions for the Hangmen will be received,.and 
single numbers sold. 


GEORGE W. BRIGGS, 


EALER in School and Miscellaneous Books, 
Stationary, Sheet Music, and Periodicals. 
Manufacturer of every description of Blank Books, 
and general Job Binder, No. 403 Washington street, 
Boston, 
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